
Blight Enforcement to Begin 

 

As the snow fades and Spring returns, so too will builders and contractors looking to aid property owners 

who still need repairs after the terrible hail storm endured by City residents during the past year.  This 

help is greatly needed, as our City suffered so much damage during the record-breaking storm.  However, 

such a flurry of building activity does not come without unintended consequences.  So residents are 

reminded that if they question any practices, they can reach out to City Hall [345-0500], City Police [345-

2627 or 911 for emergencies], or the County Building & Zoning Department [345-5919]. 

 

This Spring will also mark the starts of a new taskforce within the City, the goal of which will be to 

eliminate blight and dangerous buildings from the City.  This taskforce, which will consist of the City 

Manager and the Department Heads from each City Department, will begin by taking inventory of which 

properties are most in need of enforcement.  Then, when funds are allocated for the program at the start of 

the new fiscal year, work will begin in earnest to start more aggressive enforcement against properties 

deemed to be the worst offenders. 

 

That said, there are two major ways that citizens can help the City’s new Community Revitalization 

Taskforce: (1) Identification, and (2) Collaboration.  For “Identification,” community members can help 

the Taskforce by sending in pictures and addresses of properties that they believe are dangerous or 

blighted.  Residents can also help the Taskforce tremendously by helping us identify properties that are 

not blighted, but are merely hail damaged, and that have a pending insurance claim and repairs that are 

anticipated to be completed soon—that way the Taskforce does not expend time and resources beginning 

enforcement proceedings against a property that is about to be repaired.  So if you are an owner of a 

property that is hail damaged and you want to make sure that the Taskforce does not consider putting your 

property on our list for enforcement, please send a letter to City Hall indicating the timeline for when you 

plan to have your property repaired.   

 

For “Collaboration,” the West Branch Community Revitalization Taskforce is also asking residents to 

consider volunteering their time to a new program that is being developed called “Smiley Helpers.”  

These helpers would volunteer their time to help clean up blighted properties (in cases where the owners 

agree to accept the assistance).  This program is anticipated to be multi-faceted, and will hopefully run the 

gamut from volunteers who simply do weeding and painting, all the way up to “Habitat for Humanity” 

style effort, for those who have such skills and are willing to volunteer their time to help improve their 

community and help their neighbors. 

 

Those who would like to know more about the Smiley Helpers program or the West Branch Community 

Revitalization Taskforce are encouraged to contact City Manager Heather Grace at (989) 345-0500 or 

hgrace@westbranch.com. 

 

Thank you, and have a marvelous Spring!   

 

Heather Grace  


